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We have a dream ......

We have a dream of a church that is full of people of all ages
including the young, from the district and beyond, enthusiastic, willing
to play their part, keen to know the Lord, praising and thanking God
from the very bottom of their hearts, willing to share their love, caring
for others, both inside the church and outside it.

We have a dream of a church that is hungry to be led by God, to
serve the Lord, study the Bible, grow in faith, communicate clearly,
worship, spread the gospel in the community, pray, and live in
fellowship with each other.

We have a dream of a church made up of tolerant people between
whom there are no barriers of class, colour or creed, age, hatred,
bitterness, jealousy, criticism, wealth or poverty, appearance, health,
sex, status or position.

We have a dream of a church that is inclusive and open to
everyone, no matter who they are or what they might have done,
whether they are like us or not, and that is open to ways of working in
the community.

We have a dream of a church that has a heart for the community,
our neighbours, pleasing God, other people® needs, friendship,
mission here at home and abroad, and has the courage to take the
flack for being Christians.

We have a dream of a church in which God®& Spirit is present, is
really believed in, and is working in us to fulfil our commitment to
Christ, leading us, always near, felt, transforming us more and more
into the people God wants us to be.

We have a dream of a church that is excited and passionate about
Jesus, the gospel, praising and worshipping God, prayer, evangelism,
reading the Bible, full of hope for the present and the future.

This is our dream for Bridgeton, St. Francis-in-the-East Church. Will
you share it with us?

Will you help us make it a reality?

Your Kirk Session.



MESSAGE FROM THE MANSE

Dear Friends,

| am really looking forward to the end of March when my
good friend, Noel Agnew, will be coming to take a week of
services with us here in Bridgeton in the lead up to Easter. Once
described as having At he face
(not his speaking voice, but his singing voice!), Noel retired last
October as minister of the West Kirk in Belfast after a wonderful
ministry on the Shankhill Road where he is now a living legend.
Noel will be taking our services on Palm Sunday (28 March) at
11am and 6.30pm and on the following Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday and Friday evenings at 7.30 and they will all be about
APeopl e at the Crosso. | hope
along to church or not, you will come and hear Noel. Everyone is
warmly welcome,

After all, what could be a better way of preparing for Easter
than coming along to these services? Because Easter is the
highlight of the year for people who trust and follow Jesus. If Jesus
hadnot died on the cross that
and then risen from the dead, never to die again, the following
Sunday, there would be no Christmas and no such thing as
Christianity. For the events we celebrate at Easter take us to the

of

t ha

very heart of the Christian faith

those who trust and follow Jesus, join with their fellow Christians
on a Sunday, because that was the day that Jesus rose again from
the dead. And so every Sunday we remember that we worship a
risen and living Jesus, not a dead Messiah. And that, of course, is
why the main symbol of the Protestant church is not a crucifix but
an empty cross i to celebrate that Jesus is no longer dead but very
much alive and that everyone who turns from living their own way
and trusts themself to the risen and living Jesus can have His new
life living in them. Their sins can be forgiven. Their guilt can be
taken away. Their conscience can be cleared. They can come to
know God personally and find out what life is really all about, and
even end up with Him forever in heaven where there is no
suffering, evil or fear but constant joy. And these are just a few of
the many, many benefits we can enjoy through turning from living
our own way and trusting ourself to the risen and living Jesus,
looking to Him for all that we need to do this and to live His way.
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And all this only became possible through the events we celebrate

at Easter, JesusO0O death on the cr
And the amazing thingisii t doesndt matter how
been or how much you have done wrong. Jesus is more than able

to forgive and make new everyone who turns and trusts themself to

Hi m. As the old hymn puts it, ev
believes, that moment from Jesus
the people that Noel will be telling us about at our services left a lot

to be desired. So come along to our services. But even more

Important, trust yourself to Jesus and put Jesus at the centre of your

Easter and your life.

Yours in His love,

Howard.
FUNERALS
26/11/09 Mr. Brian McLaren 29/1/10  Mr. George Hill
28/1/10 Mr. William Donaghy 10/2/20  Mr. Jimmy Smith
Library

The Church Library is open each
Sunday, just next to the piano in
the main hall, for everyone to use.
A wide range of Christian books are
available for borrowing, including
books on Christian history, biographies, practical books to
help you pray, or read your Bible, as well as theology books
for anyone wanting to study that bit deeper. Dond forget we
also have some videos and tapes available, and that there®
something there for everyone including children. Just make a
note in the book of anything you take, and enjoy your book.
Remember the library is there for you.




Do you find the bible is a closed book to you?

Then come and Unlock the Bible on a Wednesday evening at
7.30pm in our Upper Hall and find out what God is saying to
you.

COME AND HAVE BREAKFAST WITH NOEL

How often do you get the chance of a free breakfast?

Wel | , her eds Vandyourochpnueotas nheatNoek vy

Agnew before he starts his week of services with us. And

after the food there will be a short interview with Noel so that

you can get to know more about hi
over to Bridgeton.

So come along to our church hall for 10am on Saturday 27th

March for breakfast with Noel. The only thing we ask is that

you either sign the sheet about this on the table opposite the

front door of our church or phone Howard at 587 8667 by

Sunday 21st March to let us know you are coming, so that

we have enough food for everyone.
anyone to go hungry!

ADMIN ASSISTANT

The Church of Scotland Priority Areas Staffing Fund have
agreed in principle to give us a pilot grant of £5,000 to help
us employ a part-time administrative assistant for a year, 20
hours a week at £6.95 an hour. If in that year we can prove
the need for this, the hope is that we will then get more
funding to continue the post. We still need to do a bit more
work on this before we can start advertising for a worker, but
if you, or anyone you know, would be interested in getting
more details (when they are ready) about applying for this
part-time job, please let Howard know.



What 6s Happeni ng d@Ghurchese | nnet

Pick up a copy of the Inner East End Churches magazine
from the table at the front door of the church to find out. After
al | | Il t6s freel

The Inner East End Fellowship Lunch continues on
Thursdays 11th March and 8th April in Church House, Boden
Street, at 12 noon. We meet at 12, eat our lunches together,
and then enjoy a short time of prayer and reflection together
finishing about 1. Bring your own packed lunch. Tea and
coffee will be provided. Hope to see you there!

Mi ni sterobé6s Menti ons

1 Thank you for all your prayers about the future
of Church House. As Church House is located
within the Dalmarnock Industrial Village as
designated by the Clyde Gateway Project, we
are looking at a possible relocation. Glasgow Presbytery
has paid some architects to produce a preliminary
layout for us to discuss with Clyde Gateway. Please
pray that God will make clear to us His way forward.
1 With so many churches in the East End of Glasgow
without a minister just now, | have been appointed
i nterim moderator at St. Andr ew
Alexandra Parade during their vacancy. This involves
me in chairing their Kirk Session meetings, taking the
odd service there and helping them until they get a new
minister, as well as continuing all my normal work here
I n NSt Franciso as your minist
Andrewds East and me at this ti
a new minister soon so that | will have more time to
minister in Bridgeton and Barrowfield.
1 1 will be on holiday for a week sometime in April. Please
| ook at the Whatodés On Sheet to
for me then.




FLOWERS

Many thanks to all who have contributedinany way to t he chur
Flower Fund. Your donations are always appreciated. If there is

anyone else who would like to put flowers in the church, perhaps in

memory of someone or an anniversary etc., please speak to either

Rita McKenna of Sharon Miller. Donations are as follows:-

DECEMBER

AFor Our wee Treasure Leeo from Gemma
AFor the | ove of Billo from Mrs. Agnes
Aln memory of my husband Johno from Mr
AFor Our Anniversaryo from EI sie

AFor I reneo from the Bunton family
JANUARY

AnAFo Mum and Nano from | sa Tabor

FEBRUARY

ARFor Dad, Al ex McRobbieo from Mrs. M.
Flowers donated from the family of Mr. J Smith

AFor Our son Thomaso from Mr. & Mr s. S

Rol | Keeper s Report

| start this report thanking Jim Miller for the job he has been
doing as Roll Keeper. With Jim moving | have once again
taken up the job.

Since the last report on the roll we have lost 3 members,
Bobby and Margaret Pollock and Jim Miller who wished to
move to churches nearer where they live. This leaves the roll
standing at 93 members.

| can only hope that with time these numbers may be made
up again.

W. Arbuckle, Roll Keeper



CRECHE ROTA

Mar 7  Cathie McNealy i May Livingstone
14  Nancy Humphries i Sandra McGowan
21  Agnes Harris i Alison Collins
28 Margaret Miller 1 May Cross

Apr 4 Betty Glassford i
11 Cathie McNealy T May Livingstone
18 Nancy Humphries i Sandra McGowan
25 Agnes Harris i Alison Collins

May 2 Margaret Miller 7 May Cross
9 Betty Glassford i
16  Cathie McNealy i May Livingstone
23  Nancy Humphries i Sandra McGowan
30 Agnes Harris 7 Alison Collins

June 6 Margaret Miller i May Cross
13 Betty Glassford i

If anyone can join the créche rota, please speak to Grace
Donald or Betty Glassford.
Thank You.

Holy Week

"Journey to Calvary" is the title of the labyrinth planned for
Holy Week in Newlands South Church. Eight simple
tableaux, depicting events in the life of Our Lord, will lead us
from his birth to Calvary.

We hope some of you are able to come and walk in the steps
of the journey with us on any evening in Holy Week between
6.00pm and 7.00pm, excepting Maundy Thursday when we
will worship with you in St. Francis-in-the-East.

We look forward to being with you."
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HE WILL BE SADLY MISSED

We were saddened to learn this week of the unexpected

death of one of our parishds most
Someone EIl se. Someone EIl sebds passi
that will be difficult to fill.

Whenever leadership was mentioned, this wonderful person

was looked to for inspiration as well as results.

AnSomeone EIlse can work with that
job to do, a class to teach, or a meeting to attend----in L e t
Someone Else do it. o

It was common knowledge that Someone Else was among

the largest givers in the parish. Whenever there was a

financial need everyone assumed that Someone Else would

make up the difference.

Someone Else was a wonderful person,

Some time appearing to be superhuman, but a person can

only do so much. Were the truth known, everybody expected

too much of Someone Else .

Now Someone Else is gone. Who is going to do the things

we are too willing to let Someone Else do?

Betty

COMETO THE REGNAL BEETLE DRIVE
MONDAY 28 APRIL, 7.30pm, IN OUR CHURCH HALL.
TICKETS ONLY £2 AVAILABLE FROM ROBERT HUMPHRIES
OR AT THE DOOR.

ALL AGES WELCOME.

If you're a man, why not enjoy Regnal fellowship
every Monday night at 7.30pm in the Upper Hall?



The Bridgeton St. Francis-in-the-East Guild

Guild programme for March 2010

March 2" Vintage Vehicle Trust
o Thailand E McGowan
16" Guest night
23" AGM.

Thanks to everyone who has supported the Guild in this
session .just one more date for you all.

GUILD SALE 13TH March 2010 11am---1pm

Home baking ,Bric a Brac ,bottle stall ,Tea/coffee rolls&
sausage etc
If anyone has a donation for the sale please talk to any one
from the Guild

Betty Arbuckle

NOT TO BE MISSED!

This year we are going to be having a very special series of Holy
Week services about nAnPeopl e
retired last year after a wonderful ministry as minister of the West
Kirk on the Shankhill Road in Belfast, will be taking our services
on Palm Sunday (28 March) at 11am and 6.30pm and on the
following Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday evenings at
7.30pm. On the Thursday evening at 7.30pm when Noel will be
preaching in Kilmacolm we will be having a special communion
service in our hall jointly with Newlands South Church. And then
on Easter Sunday (4th April) we will be having two very special
services at 11am and 6.30pm.

When the Vacancy Committee asked Noel to come to the West
Kirk, he said that would come only if he was allowed to spend
most of his time on the Shankhill talking to people. They agreed i
and never | ooked back! Once

at t h

descr

t hug and the voice of an angel 0 (

singing voice!) Noel's ministry is not to be missed! Everyone is
warmly welcome to all our services.
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WHY DOES THIS MAGAZINE LOOK LIKE

THIS?
Because we dohoOot have an editor
If you would be willing to consider becoming the editor of this
magazine, please see Howard.

HOLIDAY CLUB?

Wewantt o run a childrendés holiday ¢
Monday to Friday afternoons, during a week of the school summer

holidays. But to do this we need people to help with the children,

and others to help open the door and see to the juice and biscuits.

If you would be willing to consider helping in any way, please see

Howard as soon as possible for more details.

CAN YOU HELP?

We currently need someone to be our Prayer Secretary,
someone to be our Mission and Discipleship Council liaison
person and someone to be our Crossreach rep. If you would
be interested in finding out more about any of these
opportunities, please talk to Howard Hudson.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who
donated gifts to the Lodging House Mission Shoe Box
Appeal. We managed to fill 25 male boxes and 12 female
boxes. | would also like to thank the people who made
donations of money to the work of LHM. Last but not least to
all who bought LHM Christmas Cards. This has been a
wonderful response from everyone at Bridgeton St. Francis-
in-the-East.

Thank you.

Nancy.
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You and the Congregational Board

It's that time of year again. The AGM is just around the corner, and once more we need
to elect (or re-elect) new members to the Congregational Board. We hope that this
piece will inspire more people to come forward and serve on the Board, or at least
encourage every member of the congregation to attend the AGM and not rush out
after the service and before the meeting starts.

So what is the Congregational Board? Essentially, the Congregational Board is
responsible for ‘the temporal affairs of the congregation’ (while the Kirk Session
oversees ‘the spiritual affairs of the congregation”). The Board, therefore, has
responsibility for the congregation’s finances and its members are the Charity Trustees
of Bridgeton St Francis-in-the-East Church during their time in office. The maintenance
of the fabric of the church building - the bricks and mortar - is also the responsibility of
the Board. In practice in our congregation, the Board works closely with the Kirk Session
in serving the congregation and parish in many ways, from doing door duty on Sundays
to organising fundraising events.

The Congregational Board consists of the minister, a number of elders and a
number of elected members. The minister and elders are appointed rather than elected
to the Board. The elected members are full communicant members of the congregation
over the age of 18 and they are elected for a term of 3 years at an AGM. There cannot be
more elected members than elders elected to the Board at any time.

So if you are a full communicant member of our church, you are eligible to serve
on the Board. Serving on the Congregational Board is one way of taking seriously the
vows of Church membership that you took when you joined the Church. It is an
opportunity to help out in a very practical way, and more than that, it is a way of
helping to run our church. Like any organisation, our congregation needs people to run
it. Somebody has to take the decisions, solve the problems, find the solutions — from
paying the bills to organising who will make the tea; from big fund-raising events to
handing out the hymn books on a Sunday. Without people offering their time and
talents to the congregation, nothing would get done. Without people there wouldn't
even be anyone to turn the lights on and off!

Maybe its time you considered serving on the Congregational Board? Board
meetings will not take up a great deal of your time. There are only normally five
meetings a year, at present from 7.00-8.30 p.m. You would probably be surprised at
how much good humour there is at Board meetings and how interesting meetings
usually are!

Even if you are not interested in serving at the moment, don't let the thought of
being nominated to the Board put you off coming to the AGM this year. We are keen to
put an end to the practice of putting anyone ‘on the spot’ at the AGM. Not only is this
unfair on the nominee, it is certainly not the best way to choose committed people who
want to serve on the Board. So as a matter of good practice and common courtesy, no
one should nominate anyone at the AGM for the Board unless they have spoken to that
person in private first and made sure they are happy to be nominated. No one should
feel they would rather miss the AGM than be embarrassed by being nominated and
having to turn it down. That way everyone can relax and attend the AGM without
worrying about it, and we can all play our part in serving God and His kingdom.
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VERY IMPORTANT

There will be a very important meeting of our congregation after
our 11am service on Sunday 14™ March at which we will have to
vote on a basis of parish grouping involving our own church,
Calton Parkhead Church and Gallowgate Parish Church. Leaflets
explaining what this is all about are available on the table opposite
the front door of our church. Also at this meeting you can ask
questions, and we will be voting on whether to reduce the size of
our Congregational Board to 12 elders and 12 elected members and
electing members of the congregation onto the Board. Please
remember that out of common courtesy and to avoid
embarrassment no-one should nominate anyone for the Board
unless they have spoken to that person in private first and made
sure that they are happy to be nominated. So please talk to people
in advance about this, and, if you are a member of our church,
please come to this very important meeting.

CELEBRATE 450 YEARS OF THE SCOTTISH
REFORMATION.

Come on the afternoon of Pentecost Sunday 23™ May to a special
service to commemorate the 450" Anniversary of the Scottish
Reformation (and, if our three congregations approve the basis of
parish grouping, also the signing of the Basis of parish Grouping
for Bridgeton, St. Francis-in-the-East Church, Calton Parkhead
Church and Gallowgate Parish Church). Keep looking at our

AWhat s Ono s h e aneofthiospecial lhnerEapt| a c e

End Churches service.
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Noticeboard

Thinking about joining the Church? Or wanting to know more
about living for Jesus? Then please see the minister as soon
as possible so that he can arrange a new series of the

Enquirepoat Gaotui me that suits

Group meetings are very informal and open to anyone,
whether a member of the Church or not, whether wanting to
join the Church or not. No pressure is put on anyone to join
the Church.

Please remember to let the minister know about any of our
members who are seriously ill or in hospital. He will never
know about it unless someone tells him.

A very BIG THANK YOU to all who donate tea, coffee, etc. It
is greatly appreciated i Mary and Helen

If you want to see the minister on a Sunday, please see him
after the service, not before. That way we will all benefit from
better services that begin on time!

If you have an email address, please let Howard know at
howard.hudson@ntlworld.com Thanks!

Remember to keep looking at our church notice boards near
the lane door, above the hall piano, and in the corridor
between the kitchen and session house. There will be
something there for you.

If you are housebound and would like to receive a tape of our
Sunday service each week, please let your elder know. We
can supply a tape recorder if you dond have one.

Please remember to close all doors behind you when you
come into church to keep in the heat.

Please remember to look at our table of free literature near
the front door of the church and take from it anything you
want.

There is There is a SUGGESTION BOX on the table at the
front door of the church. If you have any helpful suggestions
to do with our church, please put them in the box. All
suggestions will be carefully considered.
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DATES TO REMEMBER

MARCH

11 Inner East End Churches Fellowship Lunch (in Church House) 12 noon
11 Kirk Session 7pm
13 Guild Sale 11lam
14  Congregational Meeting immediately after the 11am Service

18  Congregational Board 7pm
27  Breakfast with Noel 10am
28  Palm Sunday Services 11am and 6.30pm
29-3l1APeopl e at the Crosso 7.30pm
31  Dalmarnock Primary School Easter Service 1.45pm
APRIL

1 Communion Service with Newlands South 7.30pm
2 APeopl e ant3d0pmhe Cr osso

4 Easter Sunday Servicesllam & 6.30pm

8 Inner East End Churches Fellowship Lunch (in Church House) 12 noon
17  Ramble with Newlands South

22  Kirk Session 7pm

26  Regnal Beetle Drive (for everyone) 7.30pm
MAY

9-15 Christian Aid Week

13 Kirk Session 7pm

20  Congregational Board7pm

23 Celebrate Pentecost 11lam

23 Special Service for 450th Anniversary of the Scottish Reformation
EVERY SUNDAY EVERY WEDNESDAY

Service 11lam See the Minister 1pm
Creche 1lam Church House 7pm
Young Fr ankilam s Unlock the Bible 7.30pm
Evening Service (in hall) 6.30pm EVERY THURSDAY

EVERY MONDAY Church House 7pm

Anchor Boys & Junior BB6.30pm
Church House 7pm

EVERY FRIDAY

Regnal Circle 7.30pm Church House pm
EVERY TUESDAY (CH) = Church House
Brownies (BL) 6.15pm Bo_den Streef[
Church House 7pm (BL) = Bridgeton Library
The Guild (till Easter)  7.30pm Landressy Street
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